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Collaborative Practice Participation Agreement.

We, 
H1 H2 (referred to as “H1”) and 
 

W1 W2 (referred to as “W1”)
agree to the following:
1. Collaborative Process: This agreement defines the process we will use to resolve the issues related to our separation or divorce. 

2. Our Team: We will work with a team of Collaborative Professionals to resolve the issues related to our separation and divorce (referred to as “Our Team”). 
3. Communication: We will communicate with each other and Our Team in the following way: 

a. Openly

b. Honestly

c. Respectfully

d. Constructively; and

e. We will carefully listen.  
4. Children: We agree that our children’s best interests will be our priority: 

a. We will respect our children’s developmental needs. 
b. We will respect our children’s right to have a loving and involved relationship with both parents. 
c. We will minimize our children’s exposure to conflict between us. 
d. We will not communicate through our children. 

e. We will not belittle or criticize the other parent within earshot of our children. 

f. We will not discuss the settlement issues with our children. 

5. Information: We agree to provide each other and Our Team with all relevant documents and information throughout the Collaborative Process so that we can both make informed decisions. 

6. Mistakes: We will not take advantage of any mistakes and we will seek to correct mistakes immediately.  
7. No Court: We agree that we will negotiate an agreement without using the Court process. 
8. Experts: 
a. In special circumstances we may need to hire experts. For example, we may need to hire actuaries, business valuators, tax experts, accountants, mediators, arbitrators, child specialists, auctioneers, psychologists or psychiatrists. 
b. If either of us goes to Court, the experts may not be called as witnesses and their documents or information may not be used in the Court process, unless we both agree. 

9. Confidentiality: 

a. If either of us terminates the Collaborative Process and commences a Court process, neither of us may use any of the documents or information exchanged during the Collaborative Process, or refer to anything said during the Collaborative Process, in the Court process. 
b. All documents and information will remain confidential to the parties and Our Team at all times unless compelled by law (such as in the event of potential child abuse). 
c. We consent to Our Team exchanging documents and information as they deem appropriate. 
10. Changing Professionals: 
a. If either of us or both of us decides to retain a different Collaborative Professional and continue the Collaborative Process, the following will occur: 

i. Either of us will give the other and Our Team written notice of his or her intention. 

ii. We will discuss and agree on a new Parenting Coach or Financial Specialist. We each may choose our own Divorce Coach and Lawyer. 
iii. The new Collaborative Professional will sign an addendum to this agreement in the form attached as Schedule “A” within 30 days of the written notice so that he or she will be bound by this agreement. 

iv. If the addendum is not signed by the new Lawyer within 30 days of the written notice, the other person may assume the process was terminated as of the date he or she was provided the written notice. 
b. If either or both of us decides he or she wishes to discontinue using any Financial Specialist or Parenting Coach and continue the Collaborative Process without such Collaborative Professional, the following will occur: 

i. That person will advise the other person and Our Team in writing of his or her wish.

ii. We will discuss together whether this is agreeable. 
11. Terminating the Process
a. If either of us decides to terminate the Collaborative Process, that person will give the other and Our Team written notice and will wait 30 days before commencing the Court process. 

b. If either of us is not complying with the terms of this agreement (such as not providing relevant documentation or information or taking advantage of a mistake), we agree and instruct our Lawyer to terminate the Collaborative Process by advising both of us and the remainder of Our Team in writing. 

12. Responsibilities during Process. During the Collaborative Process, unless agreed otherwise in writing, we will: 
a. Maintain all assets and property;
b. Not sell any assets or property;
c. Maintain, without any changes, any existing insurance policies including life insurance and extended health care insurance;
d. Not change any beneficiary designations for existing life insurance policies or extended health care insurance policies;
e. Not incur debt for which the other person may be held responsible; and, 
f. Maintain the ordinary residence of the children.
13. Legally Binding. We want our agreements to be legally binding and adhered to therefore, we agree as follows: 

a. When we enter into a temporary, partial or final agreement during the Collaborative Process, it will be in writing, signed by both parties with witnesses to each of our signatures; and
b. We understand that if either of us feels that the agreement(s) are not being complied with by the other, either of us has the option of filing our agreement(s) at Court for enforcement.  
14.  Limitation Periods 
a. We understand that there are legal time limits that may apply to our case. Should the Collaborative Process be unsuccessful and the time limits are reached, we may not be able to pursue our rights in Court. We also understand that the Court may not extend these time limits. 

b. If a time limit is about to expire, either of us or both of us will file documentation at Court to preserve our legal rights and we will continue with the Collaborative Process. Filing documents at Court solely to preserve a legal right to make a claim will not terminate the Collaborative Process. 
c. For example, we understand that such limitations may include the following: 
i. “No application for support of a common law spouse or same sex partner shall be brought after two years from the date of separation or two years from the date of default under a contract the provides for support.”  
ii. “No applications for a division of property shall be brought after the earliest of two years after a divorce or six years after the date of separation.” 
d. We understand that some time limits relate to the date of separation therefore, although we may not agree on the date of separation, we agree 

that the earliest possible date of separation may be __________________. 
15. Collaborative Professionals: Our Team will be as follows: 
a. ___________________ will be W1’s Lawyer. 

b. ___________________ will be H1’s Lawyer. 

c. ___________________ will be H1’s Divorce Coach.

d. ___________________ will be W1’s Divorce Coach.

e. _____________________ will be our Financial Specialist. 

f. _____________________ will be our Parenting Coach. 

16. Our Team: If either of us terminates the Collaborative Process and starts a Court action, none of Our Team, or associates in their firms or practices, may participate in the Court process in any way:

i. They cannot be hired by a party; 

ii. They cannot be called as a witness; and

iii. They cannot be part of the process in any other way. 

17. Binding Agreement: We have read this agreement we are signing, understand its content and agree to be legally bound by this agreement. 

 Signed by us at ______________________ on _________________________. 


     
city or town

 
month, day, year
________________________ 
X___________________________

Witness




W1 W2 
________________________ 
X___________________________

Witness




H1 H2 
 I, __________________ agree to be W1’s Lawyer. I agree to act 

      Lawyer’s name


party’s name
in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 
_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 

Lawyer’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be H1’s Lawyer. I agree to act 

      Lawyer’s name


party’s name

in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Lawyer’s signature


town or city 

date

I, __________________ agree to be W1’s Divorce Coach. I agree 

      Coach’s name



party’s name

to act in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Coach’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be H1’s Divorce Coach. I agree 

      Coach’s name



party’s name

to act in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Coach’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be the Financial Specialist for the parties. I agree to act 

    Specialist’s name
in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________ Signed at _____________ on _______________.  

 
Advisor’s signature


town or city 
         date
I, __________________ agree to be the Parenting Coach for the parties. I agree to act in 

    Coach’s name
accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_________________.  Signed at _____________ on _______________.  


Coach’s signature


town or city 

 date 

Schedule “A”
Addendum

We agree to change Our Team as follows (cross out sections not needed): 

a. ___________________ will be ___________________’s Lawyer. 

b. ___________________ will be ___________________’s Lawyer. 

c. ___________________ will be ___________________’s Divorce Coach.

d. ___________________ will be ___________________’s Divorce Coach.

e. _____________________ will be our Financial Specialist. 

f. _____________________ will be our Parenting Coach. 
Signed by ____________ at ___________________ on _________________________. 

     party’s name

city or town

           month, day, year
________________________ 
___________________________

Witness




Print party’s name here: 

Signed by ____________ at ___________________ on _________________________. 

     party’s name

city or town

           month, day, year
________________________ 
___________________________

Witness




Print party’s name here: 

 I, __________________ agree to be ___________________’s Lawyer. I agree to act 

      Lawyer’s name


party’s name

in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Lawyer’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be ___________________’s Lawyer. I agree to act 

      Lawyer’s name


party’s name

in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Lawyer’s signature


town or city 

date

I, __________________ agree to be ___________________’s Divorce Coach. I agree 

      Coach’s name



party’s name

to act in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Coach’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be ___________________’s Divorce Coach. I agree 

      Coach’s name



party’s name

to act in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________  Signed at _______________ on  _______________. 


Coach’s signature


town or city 

date
I, __________________ agree to be the Financial Specialist for the parties. I agree to act 

    Specialist’s name

in accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_______________ Signed at _____________ on _______________.  

 
Advisor’s signature


town or city 
         date
I, __________________ agree to be the Parenting Coach for the parties. I agree to act in 

    Coach’s name

accordance with this agreement as evidenced by my signature: 

_________________.  Signed at _____________ on _______________.  


Coach’s signature


town or city 

 date 

Created August, 2007


